330              NATIONAL LIFE AND CHARACTER          CHAP.

history, which made the tour of the world, and was
known by repute or by fragments in the salon and
in the cottage. Probably the instantaneous success
of Mr. Darwin's Origin of Species was due very much
to the admirable simplicity and sustained interest of
the narrative, which even the general public could
follow sufficiently to understand. In connection
with this it must be remembered that style after all
can only be dignified or effective if it expresses
dignified or effective thought The decay of poetry
has been assumed to be due to the fact that topics
are being exhausted, and that the less varied and
emotional life we are approaching will not lend itself
to energy and colour in description. Unhappily,
very much the same may be said of science. Even
if the epoch of great discoveries is not exhausted, the
new results are almost certain to be less simple, less
sensational, more painfully approached by long pro-
cesses of inquiry, less easy of comprehension to the
outside world than the first revelations of astronomy
and geology have been. Goethe has remarked that
the beginnings of a science are always its most
attractive part The luminous conception, the
broad outlines, the strong contrasts of colouring
can be indicated from the first; but as inquiry and
research proceed, abatements and modifications of
the central theory have to be considered, and the
attention is wearied with detail. The man of en-
cyclopaedic knowledge is being supplanted by the
specialist, and the specialist is constantly finding that
he cannot narrow his work too much. Darwin from
his wonderful powers was capable of both kinds of
work ; but we may safely say that his monograph
on earthworms, though part of a broad theory, would